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Read trie letter h-eavrfy M Nasalize the letter (read Gtutnnaft) 


Atpause read 'tan' as 'has' Read the letter with echo sound 

[in case of pause o t Stillness ($u*un)] 
Read Yaa' tightly at pause Read Yaa' heavily at paus-s 
and haavdy while connecting and lightly while connecting 


• Don't prolong {with Madd) 0 Nasalize (read GAwirwjh) 
at pause, prolong while conneclmg 

white connecting 
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[in case of pans* Of thUotti ( 
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at pause, prolong while connecting and heavily while connecting and llghily while r onn»ci.«g 

while connecting 
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■ Read the letter heavily Bl Nasalize the letter {read GAunnaA) Ml At pause read 'tea 1 as has' ■ Read the letter with ttho lound 

[In case of pause or sti lines* \ ■ -*^- 

9 Don't prolong (with Madd) 9 Nasalize {read Ghunnah) % Read 'raa 1 lightly at pause # Read Yaa' heavily al pause 
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■ Read the letter heavily ■ Nasalize (he letter (read Gftunnah) M At pause read ’tea’ as 'ftaa 1 Read the letter wilh echo sound 

[in case of pause or stillness (Sufcun}] 

# Don’t prolong (with Madd) 0 Nasalize (read Gfu/nnah] § Read 'raa' lightly at pause # Read Vaa' heavily al pause 

al pause, prolong while connecting ■ and heavily while connecting and lightly while connecting 

while connecting 
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Symbols of Stopping 


In the discourse of every language stopping and connecting is duly considered, 
because if it is not done so, sometime the meaning of the discourse is changed or 
distorted. This phenomenon is expressed by somewhere stopping and somewhere 
continuing. In discourse and in writing commas and full stops etc. are used for this 
purpose. The Holy Qur’an is the miraculous word of Allah, the Beneficent and the 
Merciful, in which there are too many places where if we do not stop duly or stop 
unduly, the meanings are changed. 

To avoid such drawbacks specific symbols and abbreviations arc put in between 
or at the end of verses which have been assigned by great interpreters of the Qur’an 
and experts of Tajweed in view of the meanings of the Quranic text. Therefore, for the 
facility of the reciters of the Qur’an, those symbols and abbreviations along with their 
examples are given here so that common people may not commit such mistakes 
while reciting or understanding the Quranic text. 
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This circle is abbreviation of the word ay at ( iT ). At the end of ayah a round ta 


(S) is written which is read as ha (s) in case of stopping as ayah (X>\ ). The letter 
ha (#) is considered to be the symbol of stopping which is given as a round 
circle ‘O ’ . We should stop here. 

This is the symbol of compulsory stop. We must stop here, as in the verse: 


4 (AI-An ‘am 6:36) by not stopping atf^ £^J| 

the meanings will be completely changed i.e “ It is only those who listen, will 
respond and the dead ”. So we must stop at this symbol. 


G. 


This symbol is abbreviation of preferred stopping ( and it means making a 
stop is preferable, as in the verse: 

(Al-Kahf: 18:22) stopping at preferable. 

This is the symbol of permissible stop. Slopping here is preferable and 
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continuing is permissible, as in the verse: (Al- 

Kahf: ! 8: 13) stopping at i is desirable and continuing is permissible. 

These two symbols of pause come one after the other. They are called 
Mu‘anqa (embracing). We should stop at one of them, as in the verse: 
(J *3 (Al-Baqarah 2:2). We should stop either at^.vsj'O 
or at | After stopping at one, we have to continue at the latter. 

This is the abbreviation of preferred continuing (J$ J-Vpl) and it means that 

continuing is preferable here, as in the verse:! J JH? tfui (y ^ (Al- 

Baqarah 2:5) continuing at 4“*$ f is preferable. 


This is the symbol of pennissible stop but preferable to continue and stopping 
should be at the end of the next Ayah. 


Method of practical formation and utilization of the rules of Tajweed 


It is necessary, rather obligatory to read the Holy Qur’an with correct 
pronunciation and due articulation. For this purpose services of qualified teachers 
were hired and various methods were also devised. One of those methods is 
understanding the rules of Tajweed by means of colours because without knowing 
the rules the correct articulation becomes impossible. Quranic letters therefore have 
been highlighted with various colours according to the rules of Tajweed and in 
footnotes these rules have been explained in Urdu and English in a simple manner. It 
is necessary for the readers to memorize the coloured letters and their relating rules of 
Tajweed. Start the recitation after recognizing well the colours and understanding the 
rules. You may seek guidance from a qualified teacher and put your finger on the text 
of the Qur’an while listening attentively to the recitation of well versed Qaris, like 
Khalil Husri, ‘Abdul Basil, Siddlq al-Minshawi, Ayub Bermi etc. Listen two or three 
nines and then read yourself with the help of the colours. In this way, Insha Allah, you 
can learn the recitation of the Holy Qur’an without a regular teacher. 


Detail of the use of colours: 

■ Read the letter printed in this colour heavily. Following are the letters which are 
lobe read heavily: 


i as indict etc. 


2 The letter ‘lam’ of words AUahu’ <01 and Allahumma 1 (if fataha or 
ilhamma appears before it) as in i^Ul^r^alil^etc. 

3 ‘Rd ’b is read heavily in twelve conditions as in • 4^ etc. AH these 

letters have been coloured, when they are read heavily. Read the other letters lightly 

.is in h etc. 


■ Nasalize at the letter having this colour. Ghunnah is the sound coming from the 
nose. Ghunnah is equal to a short vowel. Following are the places of ghunnah: 

1 Mushaddad ‘ nun ’4! and ‘mim ’(as in ‘ (£>] etc. 

2 Merger ( fdghdm): After nun sakinah and tanwin if there is a letter from the 
following: W <■-? aS then nun sakinah and tanwTn are merged with ghunnah , as in 

Jr* etc. When ‘mim ’sakinah is followed by another ‘mim ’ it is merged 

f g * f * 

1 1 no i he second mim, which takes on a shaddah indicating idghdm as in ur* etc. 


3 Concealment ( Ikhfa ’ Haqlqi ): Nun sakinah or tanwin is pronounced with 
ikhfd' whenever it is followed by any of the following fifteen letters i.e. £ o 

So . Nun sakinah and tanwin is pronounced with 

ghunnah without a shaddah over the letter of ikhfd’ as in tjA&S etc. 


4 Iqlab - . Iqlab refers to the change or turning of nun sdkinah (including that of 
tanwin) into mini (“.This occurs when the nun U is followed by one letter, ‘bd ^ as 

in sjj-i 4 'ji ojo fji etc. 

5 Labial concealment (Ikhja ' shafawi ): When the mini sdkinah is followed by 
‘ba\ by joining the lips slightly the mim is concealed by it and ghunnah is retained, 
as in etc. All the places of ghunnah have been given the same colour. 

■ When stopping on a round 'ta ’5 of this colour, all vowels and tanwin (including 
that of fataha ) are omitted and the letter is pronounced ‘ ha 'a with sukun as in | Cj into 
syj except at pause it should be pronounced as ‘td"i. 

■ Pronounce the letter of this colour with qalqalah (echo sound). The letters of 

qalqalah are: j - cv « Js . In taj weed terminology qalqalah means “the movement 
or vibration of the makhraj with the pronunciation of the letters of qalqalah when it is 
accompanied by sukun", or pause as in ^ 1 etc. 

# Don’t prolong ( madd) the last letter at a pause before the circle of this colour, 
prolong while connecting it with a long vowel, as in jjf etc. 


• Don’t nasalize at the last letter before the circle of this colour at a pause, but 
while connecting, nasalize to merge it with any of the following letters: W 
as in 

C!Gm ‘ ‘CjsO etc. If there is 'ha * turn nun sdkinah and 

tanwin into mim (iqlab) as in <X. 0 g-4^ etc. If followed by the letters of 
concealment ( ikhja *) then pronounce nun sdkinah or tanwin with ikhja ’, there is no 
shaddah over the letter of ikhja \ as in lili Q etc. 


Read ‘rd ’ heavily at a pause, if there is a circle of this colour over it. Read ‘ra ’ 
lightly without pause as in ‘ > <• <■ .jj-iJi etc. See the practical exercise 

on the next page. 


• Read ‘ra’ lightly at pause if there is a circle of this colour over it. Read ‘ra’ 

heavily while connecting it with any other letter asin etc. See the practical 

exercise on the next page. 


Pronounce with echo sound ( qalqalah ) the letter of this colour i.e whenever this letter is 
sdkinah , pronounce it with qalqalah. If the letter is not a sdkinah , then in case of pause 
pronounce it with qalqalah . In case of pause the letters having the movement (vowel harkdt) 
of this colour should be pronounced with qalqalah. 

■ Read the letter of this colour heavily, other letters should be read lightly. 

■ Nasalize {pronounce with ghunnah ) the letter of this colour, ghunnah is the sound coming 
from the nose and is equal to a short vowel, when min sdkinah and tanwin is followed by *hd ’ 
turn it into f mim ' & nasalize. 

■ At pause pronounce round V< as 4 hd \ pronounce it 7a ’if there is not pause. 

Read 4 ra’ lightly at a 
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pause if there is a 
circle of this colour 
over it, read it heavily 
while connecting. 

• Don’t prolong 
(madd) the last letter 
at a pause before the 
circle of this colour, 
prolong while 
connecting it with a 
long vowel . 

5$ 1 9 Read the letter Va J 
lightly at a pause 
and heavily while 
connecting it when 
there is a circle of 
this colour over it. 
Before this circle 
don’t nasalize at the 
last letter of the w ord 
at a pause, after it if 
there is any letter 
from the following 
then nasalize 
with idghdm while 
connecting, if there is 
'bd 4 turn it into 
‘mint 1 with ghunnah 
and if there is not a 
guttural letter or any 
of above mentioned 
letters then 
pronounce with 
ikhja \ 

When mim sdkinah is 
followed by *bd \ the 
' is concealed. 


